
The Global Milk Quality Expert Forum 
gathers world experts on milk hygiene 
and udder health for in-depth discussions 
on current issues and controversial 
topics. Chaired by Dr Michael Farre 
from Denmark, the meeting in 2015 
had a focus on dry cow therapy with 
the central question ‘Is antibiotic dry 
cow therapy (aDCT) here to stay?’

• The views on aDCT vary across 
geographies and amongst stakeholders. 

• aDCT is in a different implementation 
phase around the globe: mature countries 
are moving to selective use, while emerging 
countries may have to go first through a 
phase of more extensive use. 

• Researchers believe that aDCT is here to 
stay, even if the decision to treat is likely to 
move from a herd to a cow or even quarter 
level basis. 

• Processors on the contrary are more 
careful with the concept, because they are 
aware of the difficulties of the consumer 
to understand the specific details of farm 
management.

Strict application  
of protocols and  

attention to detail are  
vital in a selective approach

A focus on hygiene and best  
practice can lead to reduced  

antibiotic use on-farm 

Reduction of antibiotics  
benefits economics and  

job satisfaction
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Attendees estimated how the evolution of aDCT –in their opinion– would be in the following years

Contradictions of  
attitudes and behaviors

Confusion about antibiotics used 
in food-producing animals. Lack of 

knowledge on dry cow management

Distance between consumer beliefs,  
knowledge and actual practice is  

unhelpful in communicating the benefits  
of livestock production and its  

management. As a result, consumers 
often find it hard to form a view 

Consumers do relate antibiotics 
to animal welfare and they endorse 

them being used curatively 
to avoid animal suffering

Guidelines, rules and  
protocols to please 

different stakeholders 

Food safety paramount:  
any association with “antibiotics 

in the milk” is avoided, even 
when levels tested are 

below the MRL (Maximum 
Residue Limit)
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aDCT has contributed 
to an effective  

dry cow management 
in the past decades

Dry period remains the  
best time to cure mastitis, 

but picture is complex

Emerging markets will increasing their 
use of aDCT in the next 10 years

Mature markets: testing and  
effective selective approaches 

become more widely used
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aDCT = antibiotic dry cow therapy

CONCLUSION

DIFFERENT STAKEHOLDERS HAVE A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO aDCTDRY COW MANAGEMENT IS QUITE VARIABLE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES
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